2010 Summer Reading List

Lutheran High School

Reading comprehension (like most things in life) only improves with practice. The more a person reads, the better his/her vocabulary, comprehension, and own writing and thinking ability become. Therefore, Lutheran High School’s summer reading program is an important part of our curriculum. The literary selections included in our reading list are chosen to accomplish the following:

· To foster enthusiasm for lifelong thinking and learning

· To promote the enjoyment of reading

· To prepare students for the challenges of literary analysis they will encounter in later grades and post-secondary education

For these reasons, each incoming student at Lutheran High is required to complete summer reading. These books are then discussed in class during the first full week of classes and assessed with both projects related to the book and an in-class test. This assessment becomes part of the first quarter grading period. You will find below the required reading for each class. If you have any questions about the reading or projects during the course of the summer, please email the course instructor or contact them through the school office at 455-4062:

Ms. Laura Roy (English I & III)


lroy@lutheranhighschool.net
Ms. Renee Dombrowski (English II & IV) 
rdombrowski@lutheranhighschool.net 

Incoming English I Students:

Read A Murder is Announced by Agatha Christie and complete two of the following projects. Your projects are due within the first full week of school:

1. Choose one important character from your novel and write a one page typed character analysis. Your paper should discuss the character’s physical and personality traits, and use quotations from the novel for support. 

2. Create a comic strip or a storyboard for your novel. Be sure that the captions and illustrations explain the story clearly. Do not include every detail—only those that are most important. You will not be judged on artist talent, but on effort, neatness and adherence to details from the novel. You need at least five boxes for your comic strip. 

3. Imagine you were to go through the trash of one of the characters in your novel. Write at least a one page typed paper in which you explain what you would find there and why. You need to discuss at least four different objects. 

Incoming English II Students:

Read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Be prepared to take a test over this novel the first full week of school. You must also type a 1-2 page essay that answers the following question concerning the novel:

Bradbury presents a world of citizens encouraged not to think. Instead, they rely on technology. Describe the new technology of Bradbury’s futuristic world. Is this technology good or bad, and why do you think this? Finally, explain what similarities you see between the technology in the novel and modern-day technology.

These essays will be graded on content, paragraph formation, use of supporting ideas, and grammar. Use quotations from the novel in order to help support your ideas. This essay will be due the first full week of school.

Incoming English III Students (American Literature):

Read A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines and Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Be prepared to take a test over both of these novels within the first full week of school. In addition, you must write two typed 1-2 page essays on the following from your reading of A Lesson Before Dying:
1. What major task did Grant have at hand regarding Jefferson? Do you think he fulfilled it? Why or why not? Use specific examples to defend your answer.

2. There are two major religious holidays mentioned in the novel. What is the significance of the holidays? What do each of these holidays symbolize? How do these holidays tie into the outcome of the novel?

Your essays (due the first full week of classes) will be graded on overall organization, paragraph formation, use of detailed supporting arguments, and grammar. Use quotations from your reading to support your ideas.

Incoming English IV Students (British Literature):

Read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. Be prepared to take a test over this novels within the first full week of school. In addition, you must write two typed 1-2 page essays on the following from your reading of Frankenstein:

1. Trace the similarities between Victor and the monster. Consider their respective relationships with nature, desires for family, and any other important parallels you find. Do Victor and the monster become more similar as the novel goes on? How does their relationship with each other develop? 

2. Victor attributes his tragic fate to his relentless search for knowledge. Do you think that this is the true cause of his suffering? In what ways does the novel present 
knowledge as dangerous and destructive?

Your essays (due the first full week of classes) will be graded on overall organization, paragraph formation, use of detailed supporting arguments, and grammar. Use quotations from your reading to support your ideas.

Incoming AP English IV Students:

Read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and Brave New World by Aldous Huxley. Be prepared to take a test over both these novels within the first full week of school. In addition, you must write two typed 2-page essays on the following from your reading of both novels:

1. Victor attributes his tragic fate to his relentless search for knowledge. Do you think that this is the true cause of his suffering? In what ways does the novel present 
knowledge as dangerous and destructive?

2. Central to Brave New World are the concepts of social structure and values. Describe the social structure and values of the “new world” depicted in the novel, then compare and contrast this structure and these values to today’s structure and values. Finally, discuss what you believe to be Huxley’s intention for writing this novel and what lesson(s) a modern reader can get from it.

Your essay (due the first full week of classes) will be graded on overall organization, paragraph formation, use of detailed supporting arguments, and grammar. Use quotations from your reading to support your ideas.

